Tracy City Council Meeting
August 6, 2013

Mayor and Council Members,

At the Tracy City Council special meeting 6pm tonight, just as at the June 18, 2013
meeting, the City Staff is moving to shorten our main runway to under 4000 feet
thereby changing the airports designation from a "medium airport" to a "small airport”.
This makes our protection zones significantly smaller, allow significant encroachment
from the housing development planned at the end of the runway, decreases its
usefulness as an airport, and decreases safety to both pilots and the public.

Terms of the deed when control of the airport was transferred to the City from the
Federal Government in 1947 require the City to protect the airport from encroachment
and not limit its usefulness as an airport. Staffs current planned action violates both of
those requirements. Additionally this action violates the grant assurances agreement
that the City signed with the FAA.

The City staff is pushing a plan to change 12/30 to 3997x75
Thereby changing the airport to a small designation which:
Decreases safety zones

Decreases funding priority

Decreases FAA funds

Moves more houses closes to the airport

If you remember ... May 15, 2012, Council directed Staff to return to and maintain the
runway 12/30 at greater than 4000 feet. Mayor lves then asked

City Manager Leon Churchill it that direction was clear. Leon Churchill responded
"Crystal". It seems that his vision of that direction has become clouded and he and the

Airport Manager once again need to be redirected return maintain the runway 12/30 at
greater than 4000 feet. .



We ask you to, once again, direct Staff to immediately, once and for all, cease and
desist efforts to shorten the main runway and conform to its direction given by council
on May 15, 2012.

Additionally, as the City directs funds from the airport enterprise funds to cover part of
the cost for the City Attorney, we ask the Council direct the City Attorney to utilize those
funds taken from the airport enterprise funds to actually protect the airports interests.

Attached is a copy of the transfer deed detailing the obligation The City made with the
Federal Government when responsibility for the airport was transferred to the City from
the Federal Government.

Thank You

David Anderson
President

Tracy Airport Association

CC:

California Pilots Association
Congressman Jeff Denham
Robin Hunt FAA

Attachments:
Instrument of Transfer — Tracy Airport

hup//www,cltracy.ca.us/Mnavid=3572

On May 15, 2012, staff presented another update on the Airport Improvement Options.
At this meeting, City Council directed staff to work towards returning Runway 12/30 to
4,000 feet. On October 2, 2012, staff completed the necessary work to return the
Runway 12730 to 4,000 feet and cancelled the previous NOTAM,

The runways are being completely reconstructed and brought up to current standards,
including safety standards. It is anticipated that through the pavement design process,
runway 12/30 will now be 75 feet wide and 3,997 feet long in the final design.

The overall impact of the above runway changes to the airport operations is minimal. A
runway length of 3,997 is compatible with existing operations and planned development
at the airport. The above changes will alter the land use surrounding the airport, The
2011 California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook (CALUPH) designates different
tand use planning guidelines for development surrounding airports based in part on
ruriway length as categorized below:

Less than 4,0007: Small Airport

4.0017 10 5,999: Medium Airport

6,000° or more; Long Airport

in 2009, the San Joaquin Council of Governments, acting as the Airport Land Use
Commission (ALUC), determined that the Tracy Municipal Airport (TMA) did not meet
the criteria for a “Medium™ or “Small™ Airport designation. The ALUC determined that a
hiybrid land use planning designation would be appropriate for the TMA. However, if the



runway is changed as indicated above, then the TMA would meet the length criteria for a
Smault Airport designation as outlined in the CALUPH instead of the existing hybrid from
the ALUC. Such a designation would be pursued through a request to the ALUC, and if
approved, would change the land use surrounding the airport to be in alignment with a
Small Airport designation.

Following are the next steps and timelines for the pavement project:

Basic Design of the Pavement Project: COMPLETE

Notice of Available Funding by FAA: July/August 2013

Final Design of the Pavement Project: Two weeks from notice of funding by FAA
Construction Bid Documents [ssued: Three weeks from notice of funding by FAA
Award Construction Coniract; Six weeks from release of RFP

Construction Completed: Five months from contract award

STRATEGIC PLAN
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