
 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 
 
Pursuant to Section 54956 of the Government Code of the State of California, a Special 

meeting of the SOUTH COUNTY FIRE AUTHORITY is hereby called for: 
 

Date/Time:  Tuesday, April 1, 2014, 6:15 p.m. 
   (or as soon thereafter as possible) 
 

Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 

333 Civic Center Plaza, Tracy 

 
Government Code Section 54954.3 states that every public meeting shall provide an 
opportunity for the public to address the South County Fire Authority on any item, before or 
during consideration of the item, however no action shall be taken on any item not on the 
agenda. 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Items from the Audience - In accordance with  Procedures for Preparation, Posting and 

Distribution of Agendas and the Conduct of Public Meetings, adopted by Resolution 
2008-140 any item not on the agenda brought up by the public at a meeting, shall be 
automatically referred to staff.  If staff is not able to resolve the matter satisfactorily, the 
member of the public may request a Board Member to sponsor the item for discussion 
at a future meeting. 

 
4.        REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE, EFFECTIVE MARCH 31, 2014, THE CHAIR OF THE 

SOUTH COUNTY FIRE AUTHORITY BOARD, TO SIGN A LETTER IN RESPONSE TO 
THE MARCH 28, 2014 LETTER FROM SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR DAN BURCH, TO TEMPORARILY EXTEND 
THE ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT AGREEMENT 

 
5. AUTHORIZE THE FIRE CHIEF TO NEGOTIATE A SHORT TERM AGREEMENT WITH 

THE SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS) TO 
PROVIDE ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT SERVICES PURSUANT TO SPECIFIED EMS 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS AND AUTHORIZE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE 
AGREEMENT 

 
6. Adjournment 

 
               
         Chairperson 

March 31, 2014 
The City of Tracy is in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and will make all 
reasonable accommodations for the disabled to participate in public meetings.  Persons 
requiring assistance or auxiliary aids in order to participate, should call City Hall (209-831-
6000), at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
 
Any materials distributed to the majority of the South County Fire Authority regarding any item 
on this agenda will be made available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s office located at  
333 Civic Center Plaza, Tracy, during normal business hours.   
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    SCFA AGENDA ITEM 4 
 
REQUEST 
 

REQUEST TO AUTHORIZE, EFFECTIVE MARCH 31, 2014, THE CHAIR OF THE 
SOUTH COUNTY FIRE AUTHORITY BOARD, TO SIGN A LETTER IN RESPONSE TO 
THE MARCH 28, 2014, LETTER FROM SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR DAN BURCH TO TEMPORARILY EXTEND 
THE ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT AGREEMENT 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This staff report requests that the South County Fire Authority (SCFA) Board 
authorize effective March 31, 2014, the Chair of the South County Fire Authority Board, 
to sign a letter in response to the March 28, 2014, letter from San Joaquin County 
Emergency Medical Services Administrator Dan Burch, to temporarily extend the 
Advanced Life Support (ALS) Agreement. 

 
BACKGROUND 

  
On March 28, 2014, the SCFA Fire Chief received a letter from Mr. Dan Burch stating 
that the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Agency provisionally authorizes SCFA to 
provide ALS services after April 1, 2014, if SCFA agreed to specific terms and conditions 
(See Attachment A:  March 28, 2014, letter from EMS Agency’s EMS Administrator to 
SCFA Fire Chief).  Additionally, EMS Agency requested that SCFA submit a letter in 
writing signed by the Chairperson of its Board of Directors accepting the terms and 
conditions set forth in the letter.   
 

DISCUSSION 
 

The March 31, 2014, letter sent from SCFA Chairman, Jim Thoming, in response to the 
March 28, 2014, letter from Mr. Dan Burch accepted the terms and conditions outlined by 
the EMS Agency to receive provisional authorization to continue to provide ALS services 
until such time as a limited five month agreement with the EMS Agency could be 
negotiated (See Attachment B:  March 31, 2014, letter from SCFA Chairman Jim 
Thoming in response to the March 28, 2014 letter from EMS Administrator Dan Burch). 
 
The specific terms and conditions are listed in both Attachments A and B of the staff 
report.   

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

There is no fiscal impact related to receiving this report. 
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that the South County Fire Authority (SCFA) authorize effective 
March 31, 2014, the Chair of the South County Fire Authority Board, to sign a letter in 
response to the March 28, 2014, letter from San Joaquin County Emergency Medical 
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Services Administrator Dan Burch to temporarily extend the Advanced Life Support 
Agreement.  
 

Prepared by:  David Bramell, Division Chief  
 
Reviewed by: Al Nero, Fire Chief 
 
Approved by:  Maria A. Hurtado, Interim City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A: March 28, 2014 Letter from EMS Agency’s EMS Administrator to SCFA Fire 

Chief 
 
Attachment B: March 31, 2014 Letter from SCFA Chairman Jim Thoming in response to the 

March 28, 2014 Letter from EMS Administrator Dan Burch  
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ATTACHMENT B
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      SCFA AGENDA ITEM 5 
 
REQUEST 
 
            AUTHORIZE THE FIRE CHIEF TO NEGOTIATE A SHORT TERM AGREEMENT WITH 
            THE SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS) TO PROVIDE 
            ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT SERVICES PURSUANT TO SPECIFIED EMS TERMS AND 
            CONDITIONS AND AUTHORIZE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This staff report requests that the South County Fire Authority (SCFA) Board 
authorize the Fire Chief to negotiate a short term agreement with the EMS Agency in 
order to provide ALS Services pursuant to specified EMS terms and conditions and 
authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement. 

 
BACKGROUND 

  
On March 28, 2014, the SCFA Fire Chief received a letter from Mr. Dan Burch stating 
that the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Agency provisionally authorizes SCFA to 
provide ALS services after April 1, 2014, if SCFA agreed to specific terms and conditions 
(See Attachment A:  March 28, 2014, letter from EMS Agency’s EMS Administrator to 
SCFA Fire Chief).   
 
The specific terms and conditions include the following: 
 
1. SCFA shall implement either a compliant ePCR platform, or paper PCR using criteria 

supplied by the EMS Agency no later than Thursday, April 24, 2014, as described 
below: 

a. ePCR Option:  A satisfactory ePCR shall be capable of producing a printed 
PCR that has no missing fields or inaccurate information, including procedure 
times, and accurately and completely describes the prehospital patient care 
provided by SCFA. 

b. Paper PCR Option:  If a paper PCR is selected, SCFA shall adhere to the 
paper PCR requirements of the EMS Agency, and shall enter data from these 
paper PCRs into an EMS database system provided by the EMS Agency. 
 

2. SCFA shall in good faith negotiate by no later than April 14, 2014, a limited five month 
agreement with the EMS Agency that includes defined performance benchmarks 
such as SCFA staff’s stated commitment to implement replacement ePCR software 
by July 1, 2014.  This ePCR software shall be National EMS Information System 
(NEMSIS) compliant and HL7 compatible, and approved by the EMS Agency for 
patient documentation on all patient contacts.  The ePCR shall be accurately 
completed and transmitted to the receiving hospital within 30 minutes of transferring 
patient care to the transporting ambulance using a secure connection.  The ePCR 
system shall allow for the timely transmission of required data elements to the EMS 
Agency in a digital format that allows direct import into the EMS Agency’s database 
in order to allow full countywide integration of ePCR and CAD data.  The ePCR 
system must be capable of capturing and accurately reporting the California EMS 
Authority’s Core Measures. 
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3. SCFA shall comply with all EMS Agency policies and procedures, voluntarily and in 
good faith keep the EMS Agency informed of SCFA’s ability to adhere to EMS 
Agency policies and procedures and its performance in the EMS system. 

 
Given the short time frame provided by the EMS Agency, staff requests authorization to 
negotiate a short term agreement with the EMS Agency in order to provide ALS 
Services. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 

This staff report requests that the Fire Chief be authorized to negotiate an agreement 
with the EMS Agency pursuant to the various terms and conditions as described above 
and to authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 

There is no fiscal impact related to receiving this report. 
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends that the SCFA Board authorize the Fire Chief to negotiate a short 
term agreement with the San Joaquin County Emergency Medical Services (EMS) to 
provide advanced life support services pursuant to specified EMS terms and conditions 
and authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement. 
 

Prepared by:  David Bramell, Division Chief  
 
Reviewed by: Al Nero, Fire Chief 
 
Approved by:  Maria A. Hurtado, Interim City Manager 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A: March 28, 2014 Letter from EMS Agency’s EMS Administrator to SCFA Fire 

Chief 
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